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who have not recognised some such light shining
upon their lives, and as one main source of what
they have done or said if least unworthy. I fancy
that the thought which naturally occurs to us when
we reflect upon such an influence will be: was I,
could I, be worthy of it ? wrhat am I that such
goodness should have come to me ? or, what, if any-
thing, have I done to transmit to others the blessings
conferred upon me ? Such questions have various
aspects, and I do not quite see how they could be
reduced to a form admitting of a bare logical answer.
It now seems to me almost unbecoming to dwell
upon the comparison which I contemplated at start-
ing. I imagined a man who has made some such
impression upon the world as is recognised by public
reputation, to compare his own achievement with
such achievements as these, which are absolutely
private, and neither seek nor desire any public
reward. In truth, the two things are, perhaps,
strictly incommensurable. They must be measured
by different standards, and are of importance in
different spheres. And yet I must try to say this,
much. The achievements to which I have referred
as in their nature public and recognisable, should
certainly be considered with gratitude. Yet, when
we attempt to estimate their worth we are sensible
of terrible drawbacks. I have passed, let us say, a